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1.  What is the daily schedule of an intern?  What are the work hours?  Can we work after 
hours and on weekends?  

The typical daily schedule for an intern includes lectures, tours, lunch, meetings, and 
unscheduled hours (research, reading, and writing).  Normal work hours are Monday 
through Friday from 8 to 5pm.  Working after hours and weekends is optional. 

2. What is the proper attire? 

Proper attire is business professional.  For men, a dress shirt, dress pants and a tie are 
appropriate.  It is not necessary to wear a suit.  Examples of appropriate wear from women 
include clean, neat, non‐wrinkled skirts, suits, dresses, tailored pants, slacks (ankle‐length), 
blouses, shirts, sweaters, blazers, sports coats and turtlenecks.  Dresses and skirts must be 
of sufficient length.   

Jeans and denim material are not appropriate.  Other inappropriate attire include revealing, 
form fitting or see‐through clothing, T‐shirts, sweat pants, jogging suits, tank tops, shorts, 
jeans, leggings, Capri style pants, overalls, sandals or shoes without backs, flip‐flops, shoes 
worn without socks or hosiery, fishnet or patterned hosiery, and midriff shirts. 

3. Are we provided any identity badges and lab coats? 

Yes, you will have your picture taken for badges.  A refundable deposit is required for the 
badges.  Badges are to be worn above the waist.  Lab coats will also be provided. 

4. Are we expected to bring our lap tops? What if I do not have a laptop? 

Yes, each intern is expected to bring their own laptop.  If an intern does not have one, Dr. 
Agarwal should be notified in advance so that an order request for a desktop or laptop to 
the IT department can be placed prior to the start of the internship. 

5. Do we need to bring any school supplies? 

Pens, pencils, highlighters, paper, notepads, stapler, hole‐punchers, and binders are 
provided.  Students will also have access to printers and copiers. 

6. Do we have lectures daily? If so how many? 



Yes, lectures are on most days and each intern is expected to be on time as a courtesy to 
the speaker.  Usually, one to three lectures are scheduled per day. 

7. Will all the interns be seated and working in a single common area? 

Yes, interns will be seated and working in a common area.  Some will share a large 
conference table while others will be assigned open cubes. 

8. Is lunch and dinner provided? 

A week’s worth of $5 lunch voucher can be picked up in the Volunteer Office on Monday’s 
after the first week.  Dinner is not provided. 

9. What topics are covered in these lectures? 

Some topics will vary from year to year depending on the availability of the lecturers.  The 
core lecture series are designed to provide interns the necessary information to write a 
review paper.  These lecture topics include electronic database search, literature review, 
scientific writing, statistics, ethics, public speaking, reproductive system (male and female), 
infertility, cryopreservation, oxidative stress and antioxidants, and genetics.   Other lectures 
that may vary cover a broader range beyond reproductive medicine: bioethics, proteomics, 
metabolic diseases, virology, female sexual disorders, contraception, hormone regulation, 
role of Institutional Review Board (IRB), medical management of male infertility, health 
disparities, management of erectile dysfunction, Prune Belly Syndrome, Face Transplant 
Program, PCOS, and Endometriosis. 

10. Am I required to attend all the lectures? 

Each intern is expected to attend all lectures except in special circumstances (e.g. illness).  
Interns should notify Dr. Agarwal of any planned absences in advance when possible. 

11. How are the projects assigned? 

Each intern will rank three to four project topics from a list provided by Dr. Agarwal.  Topics 
are randomly assigned to interns with priority given to first choice ranks.  For specific 
details, contact Dr. Agarwal. 

12. What if I am not interested in bench work? What are my options? 

Bench work is optional.  An intern may choose to write a review paper instead.  A review 
paper is a type of research paper which summarizes the current state of knowledge of a 
particular topic and reviews recent progress in a particular topic by synthesizing the 
arguments and ideas of experts in the field (from primary literature.)  It creates an 



understanding of the topic for the reader by discussing the findings (i.e. evidence) 
presented in recent research papers.   

13. Can an intern work on more than one project?  Can multiple interns work on the same 
project? 

Yes, an intern may work on more than one project but it is optional.  Usually a maximum of 
two interns may work on the same project. 

14. What if I do not have any prior bench work experience? 

No prior research experience is required.  A mentor will teach the intern all the skills 
required to do complete the task. 

15. How is the lead author on writing projects determined? 

The lead author is the intern that has chosen the topic as a first choice and was assigned by 
random selection.   

16. Are the writing projects completed before the conclusion of the internship? 

Some of the writing projects will be completed.  Interns with multiple topics are likely to 
continue working after the internship has ended. 

17. Can we work on the writing projects after the internship?  

Yes, some writing projects require more time than the allotted time in the internship.  
Interns who elect to do more than one topic are likely to continue the writing projects after 
the internship is over. 

18. When and where will this work be published? 

The work usually takes one to two years before it is published.  However, there is no 
guarantee that a paper will be accepted for publication.  The work is usually published in a 
book or high impact journal such as Nature, Fertility Sterility, Reproductive Biomedicine 
Online, and Urology. 

19. What kind of mentorship is available? 

All topics have an assigned mentor.  Mentors are located all over the world; they are 
available by phone and email to provide guidance and answer questions.  They will also 
review your research paper and provide editing remarks.  

20. I am more interested in observing surgeries; will I be able to see them? 



There is limited opportunity to observe surgeries.  Sometimes pre‐recorded surgeries are 
played during lectures. 

21. Are the interns expected to give presentations before the conclusion of the internship? 

Yes, all interns are expected to create a presentation on the topic of their choice and 
present it to the group at the end of the internship to share what they have learned. 

22. Explain more about the scientific presentations towards the end of internship. 

Over the course of the internship, each intern will become an "expert" in a particular topic 
of their choice, and the presentation is an opportunity for interns to share the knowledge 
with their peers.  

23. May we invite family and friends to the presentation?  Awards Dinner?  What are the 
additional guest charges? 

Yes, family and friends can be invited to the presentation and/or Awards Dinner.  The 
additional guest charges are $50/person and $150/person for the presentation (includes 
lunch) and Awards Dinner, respectively.    

24. Explain the awards: Best Intern and Best Presentation. Who selects the winner? 

Both awards, Best Intern and Best Presentation, are voted (anonymously) by all interns and 
mentors at the end of the internship.   Some of the criterions for selecting Best Intern 
include work ethic, public speaking, friendliness, organization, problem solving, time 
management, punctuality, professionalism, creativity, and enthusiasm.   

25. May I do volunteer work during the internship? 

No, there will be no time available for an intern to do volunteer work. 

26. How do I find a place to stay?  How do I find a roommate? 

A list of hotels and local apartments with short term rentals will be provided.  An intern may 
contact other interns to ask for interest in room share.  Last year, most interns stayed in an 
apartment; some stayed alone while others shared apartments. 

 


