
And the countdown begins….53 days left to the 7th Summer Internship 2014 (last updated 
04.17.14) 

 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

As a young student looking for research experience and professional exposure over the 
summer, the task of choosing an internship is undoubtedly challenging and can even be a 
little daunting. More so if you are a foreign national who is looking for an opportunity to 
broaden your horizons and to experience an exciting adventure half way around the world!  

And before you make up your mind, many of you have written to us to ask about several 
different aspects of the internship. Here we present some of the queries and concerns that 
we have addressed over the past few weeks.  

To all prospective interns who are contemplating applying to his internship, these Q&A is for 
you. By putting up this sounding board, our goal is to help allay your apprehensions and 
hesitation in trying out something new…you may find answers to your current concerns and 
to some that you hadn’t even thought of yet! Further, other students around the world may, 
at this very moment, be sharing your very same thoughts and these Q&A will help them 
know they aren’t alone. 

We offer you the best 7 weeks of your life…at the end of which, you will not be the same 
person you were that started out applying for the internship. Once you are done, you will be 
amazed at how much you have experienced and how worthwhile all the hard work and effort 
was. Your mindset and outlook will be expanded…and there will only be one way to go from 
there…forward! Plus the friendships you will make over the summer are some that will last a 
lifetime. Memories of the fun, laughter and the intense hard work (that’s a given!) of the 7 
weeks will be with you for a very long time. And believe us, it is worth it. But don’t just take 
our word for it, once you are done going through these questions, read what our past interns 
have had to say in the evaluations and testimonials section 
http://www.clevelandclinic.org/reproductiveresearchcenter/info/traininfoa7.html. And keep the 
questions coming – we want to hear from you!  So check this page from time to time to keep 
up with what’s new in this section. 

 WHY THIS INTERNSHIP? 

Concerns: I am not looking to do clinical medicine or even specialize in reproductive 
medicine…should I choose this course for the summer? 

CRM says:  

Although our summer internship program is geared towards reproductive 
health, however this internship offers more than a preview into the world of 
medicine. The concepts and fundamentals taught during the internship are of 
immense value to every student regardless of their field of study and to recent 
graduates who are just starting out in their career. The experiences gained 
during the internship reaches into every facet of an aspiring young 
professional’s life and will serve them well no matter what field they may 
choose to pursue, be it a clinical or research track. You’d be applying the soft 
skills you learnt during your internship into your everyday life – join us and 



challenge your boundaries! 

  

 BIOLOGY OR HEALTH SCIENCES BACKGROUND 

Concerns: I have very little (or I do not have any prior background) in biology or health 
sciences. In fact, I’m from an Arts background…how will I ever manage? 

CRM says:  

Don’t worry, although a background in biology or health sciences may be 
helpful, but it isn’t a must-have requirement. You are here at the internship to 
learn, and teach you, we will. And you will not be alone on your journey - we 
are here to help you navigate through unchartered territory! Your mentors will 
work with you in a personalized way to guide you and get you up to speed as 
you move along. You put in your effort, and leave the rest to us. You will be 
amazed at what you will be capable of with a little help from us! 

  

 BENCH RESEARCH 

Concerns: 
I have hardly any (or no prior experience at all) in conducting bench research. 
The mere thought of all those chemicals, experiments, data collection and 
presentation is worrying to say the least! 

CRM says:  

Cheer up! Everyone’s got to start somewhere!! In our internship, we take pride 
in meticulously teaching a novice the very basics of scientific research. Come 
and take a plunge into what real science is all about…the advantage is you 
may not have done research before, but now that you are going to do it – 
you’ll be starting off with the best! 

  

 NATIONALITY 

Concerns: 

I’m a foreign student. Am I eligible to apply for the upcoming internship? Do 
you accept international students into the internship program? I want to get a 
feel of an educational program in USA. Could I apply for the upcoming 
internship? 

CRM says:  

Yes of course, we welcome all students and recent graduates from various 
fields of study who are looking to experience one of the best summers of their 
lives. In the past, we have had interns from schools in Armenia, Australia, 
Brazil, Canada, Egypt, India, Lebanon, Netherland Antilles, Pakistan, Qatar, 
and UK. 

  

 HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

Concerns: I am a parent of a high-schooler. My child is keen on attending the Summer 



Internship. Would that be a possibility? 

CRM says:  

Yes indeed. Students who are about to finish high school have much to gain 
from our internship – they would learn a lot about the basic principles of 
scientific writing and laboratory research, and imbibe the core values of our 
program throughout the internship. These are valuable skills that will prove 
useful during their next step of education. In the past, we have had several 
high school students join us in the internship and they gained deep insight by 
participating in team work and presentations.  

  

 NO PRIOR RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

Concerns: 

I have no prior research experience at all. What if it turns out I have no knack 
for it? I want to give it a try but….should I even bother to apply for the 
upcoming internship? How will I keep up with the other interns? Would I be 
able to work in a group? 

CRM says:  

Research is everywhere and it is applicable to any field. Research could 
involve bench work and scientific writing to tell the world all about your 
research findings. We don’t need you to have any prior research experience at 
all, leave that in our experienced hands. You may step into our internship 
without having pipetted anything, but you will graduate from  the internship 
having mastered the fundamentals of accurate pipetting. And that is just a 
start. Our mentors are at hand throughout your bench work to guide you, to 
help you trouble shoot and hone your skills. And the best part is, they do it in 
real time, so no bench session is a repetition of you performing at the same 
level – you will be constantly improving, and gaining confidence as you go 
along. 

  

 MEDICAL STUDENTS 

Concerns: 

I am a pre-med or I am already in med school. I’m not really keen to be an 
ObGyn or to go into Urology or anything fertility-related for that matter. Or I 
have not chosen my specialty yet. I’m thinking of pursuing pediatrics or I want 
to be a brain surgeon. Would this internship be right for me? Will I have to do 
a residency that is related to reproductive medicine, once I complete this 
internship? 

CRM says:  

Congratulations! Your have chosen a career that is one of the noblest – 
medicine! The field of Medicine is broad and dynamic – things are constantly 
evolving as we discover new knowledge through research! If you are going to 
treat and provide evidence-based care for your patients, then you will have to 
know how to conduct research (and how to do it right), comprehend your 
research findings and it’s applicability. And that’s not all – you would have to 
read and write, and communicate scientifically as well. And that is where the 
internship comes in – you will learn how to do it right from the start. No matter 



what your field of choice is. What you learn in the internship spreads into all 
areas of your school, college or professional life. Now, that’s a sweet deal!  

  

 LECTURE TOPICS 

Concerns: Would the internship syllabus only encompass lectures and knowledge about 
reproductive medicine? Can I expect a more varied theme for the internship? 

CRM says:  

While the bulk of the  lectures are centered around male and female 
reproductive health, we also have lectures showcasing recent advances in 
medicine and a series of core lectures that are of general use regardless of an 
interns field of pursuit (eg. Dialogues in Professionalism, Ethical Issues in 
Publication, Scientific Writing course, Public Speaking). For a list of core 
lectures, please view the “Additional Benefits of Internship” on the SI 2014 
webpage. 

  

 TEAM WORK 

Concerns: Would I be able to work in a group? I’m not too fond of crowds, will I be alright 
as part of a team in the internship? 

CRM says:  

Every year, we are fortunate enough to attract some of the best and the 
brightest, with colorful minds and diverse personalities to match. And among 
our 114 interns, you can say we have seen various personality types in these 
past 6 years from within the country and internationally. And every year, the 
interns enjoy working together as a team and in  smaller groups, as they all 
have one thing in mind – they want to make the best of their summer, learning 
as much as they can while having a splendid time together. And that is fine 
with us. Our internship is organized in such a way that every intern has their 
day, with no one left behind. From the gregarious and outspoken to the quiet 
and demure, the interns end up bringing out the best in each other by simply 
showing up and participating whole-heartedly in all the activities of the 
internship. This includes non-academic outings that we organize, which 
greatly helps the interns to open up within the group and improve team 
performance. And along with our mentors, the interns every year warm up to 
each other very quickly and by the end of the 7 weeks, firm and lasting 
friendships have been forged.  

 


