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AGARWAL, Ashok, Ph.D., HCLD 

E-mail: agarwaa@ccf.org 

Mobile: +1 (216) 312-5829 

 
Ashok Agarwal, PhD, HCLD, is the Director of the Clinical Andrology Center and Fertility Laboratory at Avon, 
and the Director of Research at the American Center for Reproductive Medicine. He holds these positions at 
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation, where he is a Professor at the Lerner College of Medicine of Case Western 
Reserve University and, since 1993, Senior Staff in the Glickman Urological and Kidney Institute, Obstetrics-
Gynecology and Women's Health Institute, Anatomic Pathology, and Immunology. 
 
Ashok Agarwal received his Ph.D. in 1983 from Banaras Hindu University, India. He did his post-doctorate 
training in Reproductive Biology under a fellowship from The Rockefeller Foundation at Harvard Medical 
School in Boston, Massachusetts. He was an Instructor in Surgery and then an Assistant Professor of Urology 
at Harvard Medical School from 1988 to 1992. Ashok was appointed in 1993 by the Cleveland Clinic 
Foundation, Ohio, as the Head of the Clinical Andrology Center, which over the years under his leadership, 
has become a center of excellence in the United States for the diagnosis of male infertility and fertility 
preservation of men with oncological conditions. He is board certified as a Clinical Laboratory Director in 
Andrology by the American Board of Bioanalysis and an Inspector for the College of American Pathologists 
"Reproductive Laboratory Program" for accreditation of Andrology & IVF Laboratories. Ashok served as the 
Chairman of the Board of the American College of Embryology from 2009 to 2012. He is included in a number 
of biographical reference directories such as "International WHO'S WHO Historical Society", "International 
WHO'S WHO of Professionals", "Marquis who's who" and "Strathmore's Who's Who". Ashok is the recipient 
of several awards, such as the 2011 Innovator Award from Cleveland Clinic Innovations for the development 
of "Remote Sperm Banking Kits"; Star Award from the American Society for Reproductive Medicine in 2011 
to 2016; Scholarship in Teaching Awards from the Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine for 
both the annual Summer Internship Course in 2011, 2013 and 2014, and for the Training Program in 
Advanced Reproductive Techniques in 2013 and 2014. 
 
Ashok has published over 582 scientific papers and review articles in peer reviewed scientific journals, 
authored over 200 book chapters, and presented over 800 papers at both national and international scientific 
meetings. His Hirsch index (h-index) as of June 2017 is 122 on Google Scholar, 82 on Scopus, while his 

mailto:agarwaa@ccf.org
http://www.clevelandclinic.org/reproductiveresearchcenter/docs/cert_ABB-HCLD.pdf
http://www.clevelandclinic.org/reproductiveresearchcenter/docs/cert_cap_andrology.pdf
http://www.clevelandclinic.org/reproductiveresearchcenter/docs/cert_cap_avon.pdf
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citation count is 50,736 on Google Scholar. According to ResearchGate, Ashok has an RG score of 52.54 on 
1753 publications. Ashok is ranked in Scopus as the #1 author in the world in the fields of Male 
Infertility/Andrology and Human Assisted Reproduction, based on his number of peer reviewed publications, 
citation scores and h-index. Ashok is an editor of over 34 medical text books/manuals related to male infertility, 
ART, fertility preservation, DNA damage and antioxidants. He is the guest editor of 8 special journal issues. 
Ashok is a member or office bearer of several professional societies including the Alpha Scientist in 
Reproductive Medicine, American Society for Reproductive Medicine, American Society of Andrology, 
American Urological Association, Society for the Study of Male Reproduction and Society for the Study of 
Male Reproduction and Urology. Ashok serves on the Editorial Board of Advances in Bioscience and Clinical 
Medicine, Human Andrology, International Brazilian Journal of Urology, Journal of Reproductive and Stem 
Cell Biotechnology, Translational Andrology and Urology, Reproductive BioMedicine Online, Reproductive 
Biology & Endocrinology, and the Associate Editor of World Journal of Men's Health. He is also an ad hoc 
reviewer of over 50 scientific journals. 
 
Ashok is active in basic and clinical research and his laboratory has trained more than 500 basic scientists 
and clinical researchers from the United States and more than 50 countries. Ashok has been invited as a 
guest speaker at important international meetings in more than 25 countries. He has directed more than a 
dozen ART and Andrology Laboratory Workshops and Symposia in recent years. His laboratory has provided 
hands on training in Embryology and Andrology techniques to over 185 candidates from more than 40 
countries. Ashok is the Program Director of a unique and highly successful Summer Internship Course in 
Reproductive Medicine. In the last 10 years, over 220 pre-med and medical students from across the United 
States and overseas have graduated from this highly competitive program. 
 
Ashok is the recipient of over 100 research grants. His current research interests are identifying biological 
markers of oxidative stress, DNA damage and apoptosis using proteomic research tools and bioinformatics 
analysis as well as preserving fertility in patients with cancer. Ashok is actively involved in laboratory and 
clinical studies assessing the efficacy of certain antioxidants in improving the male fertility. 
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HENKEL, Ralf, Ph.D., Habil. 
E-mail: rhenkel@uwc.ac.za 
Mobile: +27 72 976 2268 

 
Ralf Henkel studied Biology and Chemistry at the University of Marburg, Germany, and 
obtained his PhD in 1990 on investigating the protein secretion of rabbit blastocysts 
during early pregnancy. Subsequently, he commenced working in Andrology in Giessen 
and Jena, Germany. Currently, he is Senior Professor and Head of the Department of 
Medical Bioscience at the University of the Western Cape, Bellville, South Africa, 
Honorary Professor at the Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia, Lima, Peru, and 
Adjunct Senior Scientist at the American Center for Reproductive Medicine, Cleveland 
Clinic. He published more than 100 original research articles and 29 book chapters, and 
supervised 67 postgraduate students (BSc Hons, MSc and PhD). Ralf Henkel is a B2-
rated scientist, member of the Editorial Boards of five international journals, Associate 
Editor of the Journal of Reproductive Biotechnology and Fertility and Editor-in-Chief of 
Andrologia. Further, together with Dr. Luna Samanta and Dr Ashok Agarwal, he is Editor 
of a text book on “Oxidants, Antioxidants and Impact of the Oxidative Status in Male 
Reproduction”. Another book on “Herbal Medicine in Andrology”, edited by him and Dr. 
Agarwal is in the planning. His special research interests are sperm functions, impact of 
oxidative stress on male fertility, sperm DNA fragmentation as well the effects of 
Traditional Medicine on male reproductive functions and the prostate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rhenkel@uwc.ac.za
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SHARMA, Rakesh, Ph.D. 
E-mail: sharmar@ccf.org 

Mobile: +1 (216) 509-7024 
 
Dr. Rakesh Sharma is an Associate Professor at the Lerner College of Medicine of Case 
Western Reserve University and is the Coordinator of the Andrology Center and the 
American Center for Reproductive Medicine. Dr. Sharma received his Masters of Science 
in 1983 and his Ph.D. degree in 1992 from Panjab University, Chandigarh, India. He 
completed his postdoctoral training at the Cleveland Clinic. He is the recipient of the 
American Foundation for Urologic Disease (AFUD) Award. 

Dr. Sharma has published over 240 original peer reviewed scientific papers and over 400 
abstracts at both national and international scientific meetings. He has authored three 
dozen book chapters. He has received well over 60 research grants. He is a member of 
several professional societies, including the American Society of Reproductive Medicine, 
American Society of Andrology, and the Society for the Study of Male Reproduction. Dr. 
Sharma is the recipient of the Cleveland Clinic Innovator Award, the 2011 and 2013 
Scholarship in Teaching (SIT) Award from the CASE Medical School for the innovative 
Summer Internship Course and the Star Award from the American Society for 
Reproductive Medicine from 2012-2017. Dr. Sharma has co-edited two books in 2017- 
Andrological Evaluation of Male Infertility: A Laboratory Guide and Oxidative Stress in 
Human Reproduction – A Laboratory Guide Shedding Light on a complicated 
Phenomenon. 

His current research interests include the role of free radicals in the pathophysiology of 
male and female infertility, oxidative stress and DNA integrity, alterations in oxidative 
stress-related proteins, sperm proteomics in male infertility and cancer, and fertility 
preservation. 

mailto:sharmar@ccf.org
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       GUPTA, Sajal, M.D., TS (ABB) 

E-mail: GUPTAS2@ccf.org 

Mobile: +1 (216) 312-0826 
 
Dr. Gupta is an Assistant Professor in the Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine. 
Since 2006, she serves as the Assistant Coordinator of Research at the American Center 
for Reproductive Medicine, and since 2008, she is working as the Technical Supervisor 
of the Andrology Center and Reproductive Tissue Bank. Dr. Gupta obtained her MBBS 
degree from the Lady Harding Medical College, University of Delhi, India. After finishing 
her residency training in Ob-Gyn from the University of Delhi in 1994, she went on to 
complete two Fellowships in Reproductive Medicine: a WHO Fellowship in 1999, 
followed by a Research Fellowship at the American Center for Reproductive Medicine 
(ACRM) from 2004 through 2007. During her tenure at ACRM, she has earned several 
awards, including the Award for Highest Productivity in Female Infertility Research, an 
NIH Travel Award (2006), Research Fellow of the Year (2007),  the 2010 Tommaso 
Falcone Award for Excellence in Female Infertility Research, Scholarship in Teaching 
Award by Case Western Reserve Medical School (2011 and 2013) and 2012 Innovator 
Award.   
 
Dr. Gupta has published over 80 reviews and research papers in peer-reviewed scientific 
journals, authored a dozen book chapters. She has presented about 65 abstracts at both 
national and international scientific meetings, and has given talks at EMD Serono, 
Reproductive Medicine symposia and Postgraduate CME courses in Reproductive 
Medicine. Dr. Gupta is an ad-hoc reviewer for several journals such as Fertility and 
Sterility, Human Reproduction, Urology and Reproductive Biomedicine Online. Dr. Gupta 
is a co-editor of a book on “Andrological Evaluation of Male Infertility: A Laboratory 
Guide” which has been published by Springer Publishing House.  
 
Dr. Gupta is also an investigator on 35 research grants. Her current research interests 
include the role of free radicals in male & female infertility, proteomics in female infertility 
& assisted reproductive technology, endometriosis-associated infertility, and gamete 
cryobiology.  

mailto:GUPTAS2@ccf.org
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PANNER SELVAM, Manesh Kumar, Ph.D. 

E-mail: PANNERM@ccf.org 
Mobile: +1 (216) 444-8182 

 

Dr. Manesh Kumar has obtained his Ph.D in Animal Biotechnology from the Tamil Nadu 
Veterinary and Animal Sciences University in Chennai, India. During his program, he 
served as an INSPIRE research fellow in the Department of Animal Biotechnology at 
Madras Veterinary College in India. Manesh is a Research Fellow in Andrology at the 
American Center for Reproductive Medicine, Cleveland Clinic since July, 2017. Manesh 
also serves as the Research Coordinator and Compliance Officer of Research 
Laboratory, and Coordinator of Summer Mentorship program conducted by American 
Center for Reproductive Medicine. 

Manesh has authored more than 30 original research articles and 18 abstracts at both 
national and international scientific meetings. Manesh has also co-authored 8 book 
chapters in the field of male infertility and proteomics.  

He is currently involved in several research projects related to male infertility and 
proteomics. His current research interests include deciphering the role of sperm proteins 
in patients with varicocele and identification of potential novel biomarkers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:PANNERM@ccf.org


 

                                                                                             
 

62. Speakers and Preceptors Bios 2019 

 

 
 

 VIJ, Sarah C., M.D. 
E-mail: VIJS@ccf.org 

Mobile: +1 (216) 445-8640 
 
Sarah C. Vij M.D., is a male infertility specialist in the Department of Urology at the 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation. She earned her medical degree from Northwestern 
University Feinberg School of Medicine. She subsequently completed urology residency 
at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation.  Dr. Vij then completed a fellowship in male infertility 
and andrology at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation. She was appointed to staff in the center 
of male infertility at the Cleveland Clinic in 2018. 
 
Her surgical interests include microsurgical reconstruction of the male reproductive tract 
and surgical sperm retrieval. Dr. Vij has research interests in the effect of systemic 
conditions on male infertility, vasectomy reversal and fertility preservation in cancer 
patients. 
 
Dr. Vij is a member of the Society for the Study of Male Reproduction, American Society 
for Reproductive Medicine and American Urologic Association. She serves as a reviewer 
for Urology and Andrologia. She has published over 30 scientific articles and chapters in 
peer-reviewed journals and textbooks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:VIJS@ccf.org
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Parekh, Neel, M.D.  
E-mail: PAREKHN3@ccf.org 
Mobile: +1 (216) 905-4523 

 
Neel V. Parekh M.D., is a male infertility specialist in the Department of Urology at the 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation. He graduated from a 7-year accelerated 
baccalaureate/M.D. program at Northeast Ohio Medical University as a member of the 
Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society. He subsequently completed his Urologic Surgery 
residency at Cleveland Clinic-Akron General where he was a recipient of the SSMR & 
SMSNA Men’s Health Traveling Fellow Award. Dr. Parekh then completed a fellowship in 
male infertility and andrology at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation. He was appointed to 
staff in the Cleveland Clinic Center for Male Fertility in 2019. 
 
Dr. Parekh’s surgical interests include microsurgical reconstruction of the male 
reproductive tract, surgical sperm retrieval, varicocelectomy, penile prosthetics and 
spermatic cord denervation. His research interests include male oxidative stress infertility, 
vasectomy reversal, hypogonadism and chronic orchialgia.  
 
Dr. Parekh is a member of the Society for the Study of Male Reproduction, American 
Society for Reproductive Medicine, Ohio Urologic Society and American Urologic 
Association.  Throughout his training, Dr. Parekh has continually been involved in 
research and quality improvement. He has presented at regional and national 
conferences, and published numerous book chapters and peer-reviewed articles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:PAREKHN3@ccf.org
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                                                       Nicholas J. Farber 

E-mail: nfarber@gmail.com 
Mobile: (412) 443-9210 

 
Nicholas J. Farber is the 2019-2020 Male Infertility and Andrology Fellow in the 
Department of Urology at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation. He was a Chancellor’s Scholar 
at the University of Pittsburgh and graduated with a BS in biological sciences. He attended 
the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, where he was elected to the Alpha 
Omega Alpha Honor Society. He completed his urologic surgery residency at Rutgers 
Robert Wood Johnson Medical School. As a resident, he received the SSMR &amp; 
SMSNA Men’s Health Traveling Fellow Award and received his program’s Highest In-
service Score award for four consecutive years. He has published over 80 combined 
peer-reviewed manuscripts, abstracts, and book chapters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nfarber@gmail.com
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 MOORE, Amy Slugg, B.A. 
E-mail: moorea@ccf.org 

Mobile: +1 (216) 445-4898 

 
Amy Slugg Moore is the Manager of Medical Editing Services at Cleveland Clinic, which 
is part of the Department of Scientific Publications in the Education Institute. In her 
current position, she edits papers written by researchers who would like editorial help 
before submitting their work for publication. In addition, she teaches classes on 
scientific writing. Before joining the Clinic, she was an Editor at Medical Economics Co. 
and at Slack Inc.—both publishers of medical information in New Jersey. 
 
Amy received her bachelor’s degree in journalism from Ohio University in 1992 and 
earned her certificate in Editing and Writing from the American Medical Writers 
Association in 2003. She is a past president of the Ohio Valley Chapter of the American 
Medical Writers Association. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:moorea@ccf.org
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LEISEGANG, Kristian, Ph.D. 

E-mail: kleisegang@uwc.ac.za 
Mobile: +27 83 570 8486 

 
Dr Kristian Leisegang is the Acting Director of the School of Natural Medicine, University 
of the Western Cape (UWC), Cape Town, South Africa. His teaching focus includes  
coordination of clinical science modules, specifically pathology, general medicine and 
clinical diagnostics, alongside research methodology. Kristian’s research focuses on 
metabolic syndrome and related phenomenon such as insulin resistance, chronic 
inflammation and oxidative stress within the context of male (patho) physiology and 
reproductive (dys)function. This extends to investigating various nutritional, supplements 
and medicinal herbs as treatment strategies within this context. Kristian has presented 
research at numerous international conferences, and been recognised with institutional 
and international awards.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kleisegang@uwc.ac.za
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HARLEV, Avraham, MD 
E-mail: harlev@bgu.ac.il 

Mobile: +1(972) 8-6400111 
 

Dr. Avi Harlev is the director of the Fertility and IVF unit at the Barzilai University Medical 
Center, the only tertiary referral center in the southern part of Israel. He is also appointed 
as an associate Professor in the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences of the Ben 
Gurion University of the Negev in Beer Sheva, Israel. After completing his B.M.Sc (2000) 
he graduated as an MD (2004) from the Ben Gurion University of the Negev. The title of 
his MD thesis was “Maternal estimation of fetal weight as a complementary method of 
fetal weight assessment". 
 
Between 2014-2015, Dr. Harlev worked as a research fellow in andrology under the 
guidance of Prof. Ashok Agarwal, the director of Andrology Center and the Director of 
Research at the Center for Reproductive Medicine at the Cleveland Clinic hospital in 
Cleveland, OH.  
 
Dr. Harlev works routinely as a reproductive endocrinologist and a fertility expert. Some 
of the medical and surgical interventions he performs during the evaluations and 
treatment for both female and male infertility include ovulation induction, ART including 
IVF and ICSI cycles as well as surgical extraction of sperm when indicated. 
 
In addition to his clinical and teaching commitments Dr. Harlev is furthermore very active 
in the field of reproductive research. His research interest is not purely clinical but also 
includes the basic sciences as evident by his work regarding “Macrophage infiltration and 
stress-signaling in omental and subcutaneous adipose tissue in diabetic pregnancies”. 
To date he has published more than 50 peer reviewed scientific articles, edited 3 books 
and wrote 10 book chapters. He has presented his work at several international 
conferences and regularly acts as an ad hoc reviewer for various scientific journals. 
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PIMPAS, Anthony, B.S. 
E-mail: anthony@nuhsbaum.com 

Mobile: +1 (216) 401-4079 

Anthony Pimpas received his bachelor’s Degree in Biology from Ohio University with an 
emphasis in Molecular Biology. He spent several years working in Molecular Pathology 
at Cleveland Clinic where he gained extensive knowledge of FISH microscopy and 
fluorescence imaging. Upon joining W. Nuhsbaum Inc. in 2016, Anthony spent 18 months 
as a field service engineer learning the inner workings of the microscope. This included 
advanced training in both Germany and the United States. As of March 2018, Anthony is 
the Northern Ohio Sales Representative for Life Science and Industrial accounts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:anthony@nuhsbaum.com


 

                                                                                             
 

62. Speakers and Preceptors Bios 2019 

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DURAIRAJANAYAGAM, Damayanthi, Ph.D. 

E-mail: damayanthi.d@gmail.com 

Mobile:+60 12-284 6403 

Damayanthi Durairajanayagam is an Associate Professor at the Department of 
Physiology, Faculty of Medicine, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia. She graduated 
with a Bachelor of Biomedical Sciences (Hons) and went on to obtain her Ph.D. from 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Malaysia. Damayanthi is a past recipient of the Fulbright 
Research Exchange Scholar Award and was a Research Fellow in Andrology at the 
American Center for Reproductive Medicine, Cleveland Clinic from 2012 to 2013. 
 
Damayanthi has published more than 34 research articles in peer-reviewed journals and 
6 book chapters, and co-authored 3 books in the field of male infertility. She is also a 
member of the editorial board of the Journal of Clinical and Health Sciences and serves 
as an ad-hoc reviewer for several international journals. 
 
Her research interests include the role of oxidative stress and antioxidants in male 
reproductive function, sperm DNA fragmentation, and the use of proteomics and 
bioinformatics in studying the molecular markers of oxidative stress in infertile males. 
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SARADHA, Baskaran, Ph.D. 

Email: saradhabaskaran@gmail.com 
Mobile: +1 (848) 200-9757 

 

Dr. Baskaran obtained her MS in Medical Biochemistry from Jawaharlal Institute of 
Postgraduate Medical Education and Research (JIPMER), Pondicherry University, India. 
She was awarded Junior Research Fellowship in 2003 and Senior Research Fellowship 
in 2005 from Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) to conduct her research. She 
obtained her PhD in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology from Pondicherry University, 
India in 2009. Dr. Baskaran is currently an Honorary Research Scientist at the American 
Center for Reproductive Medicine, Cleveland Clinic.  
 
Dr. Baskaran’s research primarily focusses on investigating the molecular and cellular 
pathways involved in male infertility. She is well known for her publications on the effects 
of environmental contaminants on male reproduction and the molecular pathways 
involved in the testicular effects of lindane. Her research interest includes reproductive 
toxicology, oxidative stress and sperm proteomics in male infertility. She has published 
several research articles and reviews in peer-reviewed scientific journals. She has also 
co-authored book chapters on male infertility. Dr. Baskaran is a reviewer for several 
international journals and a member of the Editorial Board for the Journal of Toxicology 
and Environmental Health. 

 

mailto:saradhabaskaran@gmail.com

