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2016 Summer Interns 

1.

AL NASRULLAH, Abdulrahman

2. ALAMMARI, Abdullah

3. ALDRAIHEM, Moneera

4. ALEID, Mohammed

5. ALFARIS, Haya

6. ALFAWZAN, Nawaf

7. ALGURAIGARI, Aabed

8. ALJASSER, Sarah

9. AL-JOWAIR, Abdulrahman

10. ALKHANI, Abdullah

11.

ALSHAALHAN, Fawaz12.

EMIRZEOGLU, Dilara13.

JOUMAH, Ahmad14.

KAYAL, Malik Mohd15.

ABALHASSAN, Ibrahim

16. LUKASZUK, Aron

17. PELLEGRINI, Luiza

18. PERAMSETTY, Nikita

19. REHMAN, Ibraheem

20. SINIGAGLIA, Mariana

21. TA, Devin

22. TAWFIK, Mariam



58. Intern Bios 2016 Summer Mentorship

ABALHASSAN, Ibrahim 

Ibrahim Abdullah Abalhassan was born and raised in Al Kharj, Riyadh, Saudi 

Arabia. He graduated from Prince Nasser bin Abdulaziz High School, Addilam. He 

is currently a 5th year medical student at Prince Sattam bin Abdulaziz University, 

Al Kharj.  He enjoys working in a team and likes to contribute and gain insight from 

his fellow peers. He has a keen interest in research, which allows him to learn and 

discover a wide range of ideas. He has been involved in an ongoing research 

project aimed to assess the knowledge, attitudes, and perceptions of a large 

Saudi population towards causes and management of obesity. He has 

participated in different activities such as volunteering groups and awareness 

campaigns. During his free time, he likes playing soccer, video games, and 

spending time with friends. 
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ALAMMARI, Abdullah 

 

Abdullah M. AlAmmari, 20 years old, was born and raised in the western side of 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Abdullah is currently a 2nd year medical student at King 

Saud University. He aims to become a consultant in cardiology, and to later on 

acquire his PhD. Abdullah, through his past participation in community work, has 

shown his enjoyment in helping others. He is a part of multiple cancer awareness 

programs that aim to educate the public. He is a member of a vaccination group 

that campaigns annually and he continues to provide his help throughout 

different instances and opportunities. Abdullah, during his free time, enjoys many 

hobbies. Sometimes, he feels energetic and go biking in the neighborhood. Other 

times, he feels creative and starts playing his piano. Yet through all of that, he likes 

to relax and play video games.  
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ALDRAIHEM, Moneera 

 

Moneera Aldraihem is a second year medical student at King Saud University in 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. In the last few years, Moneera’s mother had multiple 

ectopic pregnancies, which inspired her to pursue medicine and encouraged her 

to do more research studies in that field. She plans on improving her countries' 

contribution towards medicine by conducting and publishing more research 

studies. Already, she is a co-author in an ongoing microbiology-based research. 

Moneera helps whenever she can and never gives less than l00%. She has 

volunteered on memberships, KKUH hospital events, and more. During her free 

time she enjoys painting. She wants to inspire everyone she loves through her 

paintings, and also encourages people to express themselves via painting. 

Moneera also enjoys reading medical graphic novels and in the future, she herself 

would like to write a medical graphic novel. Moreover, she is interested in learning 

new languages; currently she’s learning Turkish. 

 



   

58. Intern Bios 2016 Summer Mentorship 

 

ALEID, Mohammed 

 

Mohammed Aleid is 23 years old and he joined medical school in 2011 in Al-Kharj, 

Saudi Arabia, at Prince Sattam Bin Abdulaziz University College of Medicine and 

is now in his 5th year of medical school. He has been recognized for maintaining 

a high level of academic achievement throughout his course. He chose medicine 

as his career because he wants to make people’s lives more comfortable and 

happier by relieving their pain. He enrolled himself for five months of training in 

medicine and surgical departments in King Khalid Hospital and Prince Sultan 

Centre to increase his exposure to multiple areas of research. This experience 

allowed him to be creative and build lasting relationships. He is currently involved 

in four different research projects. Mohammed strongly believes that every doctor 

should have research skills. During his free time, he enjoys reading books, inline 

skating, and playing video games with his friends. 
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ALFARIS, Haya 

 

Haya Salman Alfaris was born in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. She is currently a fourth-

year medical student at Alfaisal University in Riyadh. She aspires to pursue a 

residency program in Surgery after her graduation. Haya always strives to 

achieve big goals in her career. She volunteered in several extracurricular 

activities, including tutoring in gross anatomy classes and health promoting 

campaigns. Haya was given a great opportunity to attend clinics with some of 

the outstanding physicians of our time, which allowed her to see the true 

integration of research and clinical practice. From that point on, Haya’s 

enthusiasm to for research was not only for the purpose of writing and publishing 

great papers, but also to be able to fully comprehend and expand on current 

literature. In her free time, she enjoys writing, cooking, taking long walks, and 

photography. 
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ALFAWZAN, Nawaf 

 

Nawaf Alfawzan, born in 1995 and raised in Riyadh, is a 3rd year medical 

student at King Saud University. Nawaf is in the top of his class, and organizes his 

time between medicine and research. His ultimate career goal is to specialize in 

endocrinology and with his research, aspires to provide diabetic patients with a 

healthier life. Nawaf also believes in giving back to the community. He is the 

head organizer for WAEI “Awareness” Club, a prestigious health awareness club, 

directed for the general public and plays a major role in many other volunteer 

clubs and organizations. Nawaf loves meeting new people from different 

cultures, ethnicities, and backgrounds. He also enjoys playing classical music on 

the piano, rollerblading, and playing soccer. Nawaf looks forward to meeting 

everyone in the program, as he believes this program will enrich his knowledge, 

and bring him closer to his career goal. 
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ALGURAIGARI, Aabed 

 

Aabed Alguraigari is a fifth year medical student at Batterjee Medical College in 

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. He graduated from Omar bin Abdulaziz high school in 

2010 with excellent performance. As a result, he was accepted to the King 

Abdullah Scholarship Program by the ministry of higher education in Saudi 

Arabia to pursue his MBBS degree at Batterjee Medical College. He is interested 

in the field of medical research and hopes one day to make a difference in the 

specialty he will pursue. While he is one year away from completing his MBBS 

degree, medical research and clinical practice have become his primary focus. 

He is striving to start his medical career as a surgeon and a researcher.   
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ALJASSER, Sarah 

 

Sarah Nasser AlJasser was born in 1996 in the proud land of Saudi Arabia. She 

attended high school at Najd National School for Girls and graduated as 

Valedictorian of the class of 2013. Sarah was born into a family where education 

and dedication are highly valued. Having observed the healthcare system in 

her country, she decided medicine is the way she can improve, nourish, and be 

part of her society. As a 2nd year medical student in the College of Medicine at 

King Saud University, Sarah is building her medical career by establishing firm 

basis of knowledge in basic sciences and expanding this basis through the world 

of research. As leader of her batch, she has acquired a unique set of leadership 

and communication skills. What complements Sarah’s ambitiousness is her 

ultimate goal of becoming the proponent of change she wishes to see in the 

world.  
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ALJOWAIR, Abdulrahman 

 

Abdulrahman Mohammed Aljowair is from Alkharj, Saudi Arabia. He is currently a 

5th year medical student in Prince Sattam bin Abdulaziz University. Since joining 

the medical school, he was the leader of his class. During his 5-years of study, he 

participated in many community service and awareness campaigns in his city. 

He is now working on publishing his new research under the topic “Association 

between Low Vitamin D Level and Glycemic Control." This year he was nominated 

to be the Chief of the Student Council. During his free time, he likes to play and 

watch football, watch movies, and travel. 
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ALKHANI, Abdullah 

 

Abdullah Alkhani is currently a first year medical student in Alfaisal University, 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. His grandfather, father, and brother are all doctors and they 

have been his early motivation for medicine. He intends to specialize in either 

Orthopedic Surgery or a Psychiatry. Abdullah tends to enhance himself in all 

matters, including his social life and is fortunate to have visited lots of places and 

learned many different and unique perspectives. He enjoys playing tennis with 

squash being a back-up hobby. His goal is to make a positive impact on this world, 

and he plans to gain various valuable experiences until he reaches his goal. 
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AL NASRULLAH, Abdulrahman 

 

Abdulrahman Al Nasrullah is a third year medical student at Alfaisal University in 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. During his high school years, he worked on several projects, 

ranging from bio-friendly water desalination, to an energy converting shoe. Prior 

to Alfaisal University, Abdulrahman attended Georgia Institute of Technology but 

then decided to pursue a career in medicine. After graduation, he plans on 

pursuing a doctorate degree in the field of mechanical or biochemical 

engineering. Since medicine is becoming more interdisciplinary the further it 

advances, he believes an engineering background will help establish a well-

rounded clinician/scientist. Thus, by practicing medicine and integrating his 

knowledge with his engineering skills, Abdulrahman believes he will become a 

great representative of a modern and technical Saudi Arabia. Abdulrahman has 

also participated in Olympiad programs, science fairs, and cross-cultural debates. 

During his free time, he likes to spend time with his family and friends.  
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ALSHAALAN, Fawaz 

Fawaz Alshaalan is a 4th year medical student (MBBS) at Sattam Bin Abdulaziz 

University in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. During his years in medical school, Fawaz has 

participated in many community service and awareness campaigns. He is also 

the head of the Scientific Committee in the Student Council at his College. After 

finishing the research course provided by his college, Fawaz found a new love in 

research and he has been involved in multiple research projects since then. 

Fawaz is planning to pursue a career in Ophthalmology after completing his MBBS. 

Fawaz is a passionate football fan, and he enjoys both watching and playing it. 
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DILARA EMIRZEOGLU 

 

Dilara Emirzeoglu graduated from Fatih University, İstanbul, Turkey, majoring in 

Genetics and Bioengineering in July, 2015. She has always been recognized for 

maintaining a high level of academic achievement throughout her studies and 

received an acceptance to do her MSc in September, 2015 at the Faculty of 

Medicine, Department of Molecular Medicine, Ondokuz Mayis University, 

Samsun, Turkey. Dilara plans to specialize in male infertility. Her interest and 

passion for medical research and practice has become her primary focus. She is 

also passionate about learning new things to improve herself both academically 

and socially. When not working, Dilara enjoys spending time with her family and 

friends and doing some outdoor activities. She also loves reading, listening to 

music, and swimming in her free time.  
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JOUMAH, Ahmad 

 

Ahmad Joumah is a 3rd year medical student at Al-Faisal University in Riyadh, 

Saudi Arabia. He graduated from his school Al-Faris Internationl School, leading 

his batch in biology. He acquired an early understanding of the educational 

demands and patience required of physicians by watching them schedule their 

personal lives around research and clinical practice. One of Ahmad’s major goals 

is to acquire the necessary skills and knowledge to become a distinguished 

physician scientist. Ahmad believes an institution like the Cleveland Clinic is the 

ideal place for Ahmad to develop and expand his skills to fulfill his future 

ambitions. Ahmad’s extracurricular activities include muay-thai and kickboxing 

training along with swimming and soccer. He has won two championships in 

kickboxing and looking to extend that record.  
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KAYAL, Malik 

 

Malik Kayal is an ambitious Syrian medical student in his second year at Alfaisal 

University in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Hailing from a family of medical practitioners. 

This early medical environment has been an inspiring influence that kindled his 

passion for medicine. Malik is very sociable and is always excited to meet new 

people. His ultimate goal is to become a successful pediatrician one day and 

emulate his mother. He is a very active person and in his free time, Malik enjoys 

playing a variety of sports, especially basketball. After completing his MBBS, he 

plans to pursue a residency in the United States.  
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ŁUKASZUK, Aron 

Aron Łukaszuk is currently a fifth year medical student from Poland. He comes 

from Gdańsk, a beautiful city with a rich and vibrant history located close to the 

Baltic Sea. Almost 5 years ago, he moved to Bydgoszcz to pursue his degree at 

Ludwik Rydygier’s Collegium Medicum University. He aspires to become a 

successful doctor with a special focus in assisted reproductive techniques. He 

wants to help people with fertility problems by specializing in the field of 

gynecology, endocrinology, and genetics. Specifically, he is interested in the 

use of newest technologies for pre-implantation genetic diagnosis and research. 

Aron has a lot of interests, which include computer sciences and history. In his 

free time, he enjoys playing chess. 
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PELEGRINI, Luiza 

 

Luiza Fior Pelegrini is 23 years old and is from the beautiful country of Brazil. She 

studies medicine and she is in her fourth year at Medical School of University of 

São Paulo. She has always loved working with people because of all her 

opportunities to get in touch with them and build lasting relationships. She 

believes that medicine has the ability to do this, but research enhances this much 

more due to its potential power of discovery. At graduation, she tried to seize most 

of the opportunities that were available in many different fields, always giving her 

utmost dedication and growing as a physician scientist alongside her 

companions. She lived in San Diego, California for a month in 2015, where she 

studied Medical English and was chosen as the class speaker. In her free time, she 

enjoys going out with her family and friends.  
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PERAMSETTY, Niki 

 

Niki Peramsetty is from Tuscaloosa, Alabama and is a junior at Holy Spirit Catholic 

High School. She aspires to become a Fertility Specialist because of her burning 

passion to help work with babies. In her early years of high school, she started 

doing research at the University of Alabama in the Metallurgical Engineering 

Department. She worked on the patterning of nanoparticles and carbon 

nanotubes on a silicon wafer, along with the removal of Ferro fluid in water. 

Through this experience, she learned to apply simple engineering techniques to 

local supplies and its valuable contribution to scientific knowledge. Her research 

was later published. Niki enjoys volunteering and shadowing. These experiences 

cumulatively enhanced her drive and dedication towards bettering society 

while providing her with the foundational skills and motivation to embark on her 

undergraduate studies. In her free time, Niki enjoys bowling, playing tennis and 

piano, and spending time with friends and family.  
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REHMAN, Ibraheem 

 

Ibraheem Rehman is a second year student at Cornell University in Ithaca, New 

York. He is pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree with a Biochemistry major and 

Business minor. He wants to be a physician with interests in academics and 

research, ideally joining a major academic medical center. He has been involved 

in research since early high school, where he participated in chemistry and 

network science research at Binghamton University. The network science research 

resulted in a published paper and a presentation at the International Network 

Science Conference in Berkeley, California. This experience has cemented his 

commitment to research and advancement of science in the service of 

humanity. Also, Ibraheem is a licensed EMT and volunteers with his local 

ambulance service.  He plays Ping-Pong tournaments as a member of the Cornell 

university team and he loves to make people laugh.  
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SINIGAGLIA, Mariana 

 

Mariana Sinigaglia is a 22 year old third year medical student at the University of 

São Paulo, Brazil. Her interest in medical research started during her secondary 

school days at Colégio Bandeirantes, when she participated in a semester-long 

workshop in biotechnology. Along with her studies, Mariana is on the board of 

directors of the Cardiological Emergencies League. Her career goals are to do 

residency in Cardiology or Gynecology and to continue doing research. The 

internship in Cleveland Clinic will be an essential step in her academic 

development and also an important opportunity for her to put into practice some 

abilities that she developed during university such as the central notion of team 

work, solid work ethics, and altruism. During her free time, she enjoys travelling, 

watching movies and swimming. 
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TA, Devin 

 

Devin Ta is a 20 year old first year medical student at the Northeast Ohio Medical 

University in Rootstown, Ohio. Devin was born and raised in Canton, Ohio. Devin's 

love of medicine and science has led him to pursue many interests outside of 

structured scholastic learning. This includes volunteering as a mentor to 

encourage the love of science in young minds. He has also competed in many 

science competitions including the Best Medicine Engineering Fair and placed 

first for his Patient Controlled Cervical Neck Pillow. He loves to travel and 

experience the many wonders each destination has to offer. When he is not 

studying, he enjoys volleyball, swimming, playing soccer, and running with Rocky, 

his masculine 5 lbs. (2.3 kg) Chihuahua. After completing his formal education in 

medicine Devin sees himself in a university setting where medicine and mentor 

ship will be a prominent part of his life. 
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TAWFIK, Mariam 

Mariam Tawfik is a 20-year-old medical student in Alfaisal University. She lives in 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. After she graduated 3 years ago from Najd National School, 

her love for math took her abroad to join an engineering school in Canada. A 

year later she realized that medicine is all she wants to do. She followed her dream 

and joined medical school. Her hobbies include working on some mathematical 

problems and developing that talent. Volunteering has always occupied a 

profound amount of her time. She always enjoyed the act of helping and assisting 

people. After almost finishing her basic science years, Mariam have set her eyes 

on Oncology. She realized that after countless volunteering hours at the oncology 

department that she aspires to make a change in this field. What keeps her going 

every day is her determination to bring the world of oncology research a leap 

closer to finding a potential cure for cancer.  




