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My name is Tatsunari Tomiyama.  I am 
a Biology major in my senior year and 
this is what I did last summer.

This summer I attended an Internship 
at The Cleveland Clinic Center for 
Reproduct ive Med ic ine in the 
Glickman Urological Institute. 

The Cleveland Clinic is located in the 
state of Ohio.   The campus is 
centrally located between uptown 
and downtown Cleveland.  

At the epicenter of it’s campus is a luxury hotel, The 
Intercontinental. The hotel provides private access to high-
profiled customers seeking treatment at the Clinic.

The Cleveland Clinic has a much 
larger campus in comparison to the U 
of R and is especially known for their 
Cardiology and Urology departments 
which has earned them #1 rankings in 
US News World Reports.

The selection process for this 
internship was fairly competitive as 
thirty students were chosen from an 
applicant pool of approximately 250 
undergrads worldwide.  

Some advice to international students who are thinking about 
applying is to start early and contact the Center for College 
Advising Services to obtain the faculty  approval to update the 
paperwork needed to work in the country over the summer.

This internship focuses on the 
study of Andrology. According to 
the Merriam Webster Dictionary, 
“Andrology”  is defined as “a 
branch of medicine concerned 
w i th ma le d iseases and 
especially with those affecting 
the male reproductive system. “

I pursued this internship as I 
have an interest in aerospace 

medicine and was able to draw a connection between the field 
and my interests to a certain degree

The workload is  fairly rigorous as interns are assigned written 
and benchwork projects in addition to attending 68 lectures.  At 
the end of the seven weeks interns were required to give a 
seven-minute presentation.

Under the mentorship of Dr. Du Plessis I wrote a paper entitled, 
“The Impact of Ionizing Radiation on Male Fertility.” 

My bench project was entitled 
“ S p e r m a t o z o a P r o t e i n 
Examinat ion in  Test icu lar 
Cancer.” The procedure was 
simpler than what I expected. A 
team removed sperm obtained 
from a testicular cancer patient.  
After “de-freezing” the sperm 
and the proper procedure to 

ready protein analysis, we examined the proteins and 
compared with a healthy sample.

Although the internship was a lot of work there was also 
enjoyable activities planned with co-workers and faculty.  A  lot 
of time was spent with my colleagues and as a result close 
friendships were formed.

One of my observations was that 
most other interns had pre-med 
interests which is different from 
mine.   As  noted before, my 
interests are primarily  in aerospace 
medicine and primary care for 
astronauts and pilots.  Although the 
research was not directly related I 
was able  to gain professional 
experience . 

I really appreciate the summer 
in te r nsh ip suppor t members , 
mentors, and interns for providing  me 
with this opportunity and would like to extend special 
acknowledgements to:  Mentors/Faculty: Dr. Agarwal, Dr. 
Sharma, Dr. Gupta, Dr. Du Plessis,  Dr. Ayaz, Dr. Tvrda, Dr. 
Gunes, Dr. Damayanti, Tina Virk.  Interns: Aaron Panicker, Alaa 
Alsaffar, Amit Shetty, Arun Syriac, Aysenur Ersoy, Cansu Yazar, 
Carolina Bassi, Caroline Cirenza,  Deepika Sathish, Elizabeth 
Pandithurai,  Feras Jazaeri, Hanna Tadros, Jasmine Eliwa,  Julia 
Tsinberg, Khalid Jabarti, Maha Al-Sadaan, Maysa Al-Badawi, 
Namariq Haroun, Nawaf Alkuhaimi,  Rashna Shetty,  Sara Philby, 
Sneha Parikh, Vanessa Dantas, Vijay Venugopal, Vikram Rohra, 
Wedad Al-Najjar.   Additionally, a special thanks to:  Marianne 
Arcoraci & Megan McKay
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