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Testimonial of Summer Internship Program 

 

I knew the moment I stepped inside the Cleveland Clinic’s Center for Reproductive Medicine 

that I had made the right decision to participate in the internship program.  

I had the privilege of working with Dr. Agarwal, Dr. Sharma, and Dr. Dada to write a book 

chapter on Spermatogenesis-An Overview. My mentors were more than generous in assisting me 

with the writing process. Having that one-on-one accessibility truly facilitates the mentoring 

process. By the end of the internship, I had a book chapter ready for publication in the text book 

Learning on Endocrinology and Male Reproductive Biology published by Prentice-Hall. In 

addition to having a publication, I was also able to receive academic credit at my college for 

completing a literature research project. Having the opportunity to write a book chapter has 

opened my eyes to the academic writing process in the sciences. These literature research skills 

are invaluable and I am privileged to have learned the process of academic writing this early in 

my education.   

To supplement our literature research projects, the interns were able to attend numerous lectures 

pertinent to the fields of reproductive medicine, urology, and obstetrics and gynecology by 

leading physicians. These lectures vastly expanded my knowledge base in the medical field, 

ranging from learning more about particular syndromes and disease states to appreciating the 

patient-physician relationship. In addition to lectures pertaining to reproductive medicine, we 

also had the opportunity of hearing lectures from laboratory directors from various laboratories. 

Following the lectures, tours of the lab facilities were provided to demonstrate the applicability 

of bench research to clinical care.    

This internship program also allowed interns the chance to shadow physicians. The physicians 

were very interactive with the interns and provided a step-by-step walkthrough of the procedures 

they were performing. I personally had the chance to observe a reverse vasectomy, a testicular 

biopsy, a radical prostatectomy, and a robotic nerve-sparing radical prostatectomy. There were 

also opportunities to observe physicians interacting with patients in a clinic. 

On top of the experiences of the internship, I also was able to meet and interact with interns from 

many institutions in the United States and abroad. Working with undergraduate, graduate, and 

medical students provided for a unique working atmosphere that promoted collaboration.   

The Cleveland Clinic’s Center for Reproductive Medicine Summer Internship Program is 

definitely a wonderful opportunity. I know of no other program that allows students early in their 

academic career to engage in literature research, interact with world renowned researchers on a 

daily basis, and collaborate with people from across the world all at the same time. I have known 

that I would like to aspire to a physician, but through this program, I was introduced to the 

possibility to integrating academic medicine with clinical care. The Cleveland Clinic’s Center for  



 


