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Re: Letter of Experience 

I had the pleasure of working in the Andrology Laboratory as a research student between 
October 2013 and February 2014. My experience was memorable and informative. 
During this time, I was able to get involved with a number of projects and I was able to 
work closely with the senior doctorate staff and fellows in the Department of Andrology, 
including Dr. Agarwal himself. I was able to get involved with exactly the kinds of 
projects I had hoped to—writing manuscripts and organizing and analyzing data for 
publication. In the short time that I was at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation (CCF), I was 
able to produce two peer-reviewed papers and multiple chapters in peer-reviewed books. 
This experience was perfect for my career path, as it taught me to analyze and review 
written articles as well as how to do a comprehensive literature review. It showed me 
how to read a research paper and then take those findings and apply them to my own 
project. It taught me the nuances of scientific writing and the inner workings of a large 
research laboratory. I learned to make graphical and tabular representations of data and 
learned how to make an organized and efficient plan to tackle my multiple assignments. 
Most importantly, the experience taught me to think analytically and solve problems 
quickly while encouraging me to present new ideas to a consistently receptive and 
welcoming research team.  

A wonderful part of my experience at the CCF was the companionship. Besides taking 
me as a student, the Department of Andrology also accepted multiple long-term 
researchers, such as Fulbright scholars and PhD students. These other students were 
extremely helpful when learning the inner workings of a laboratory and the senior staff 
was also helpful when analyzing and critiquing my writing. I truly enjoyed being a part of 
a team that was so invested in helping me become a better student, better researcher, and 
helping me achieve a more fulfilling career. The senior staff was always available to help, 
whether through phone or email or personal meetings. Dr. Agarwal consistently met with 
me on a weekly basis to discuss my progress and current projects as well as future 
projects that I could be involved with.  

Over my four months, I also learned more about both male and female infertility. I 
learned about issues from the pathophysiology to current and future directions in research 
and treatment. I was able to immerse myself into the current and past research and 
experience a truly enriching experience. A full list of my citations during my time at the 
Cleveland Clinic is below.  




