
July 31,2010 

Dear Dr. Sabanegh, 

My name is Garrett Hack. I was an intern in the 201 0 summer internship under the 
direction of Dr. Agarwal. He asked me if! would be willing to reflect back and share with some 
of the other staff what my experience was like during my time in the program. I welcomed the 
opportunity as I understand the importance of feedback, and the valuable role it plays in the 
further development of this great program. 

I would like to first start offby noting how impressed I was with the extraordinary effort 
put forth by Dr. Agarwal and his staff to lay the important ground work before we ever began on 
June ih. We had a series of teleconferences with interns calling in from all over the country both 
listening to the information put forth by Dr. Agarwal and his staff as well as offering their 
respective questions and concerns up for clarification. I appreciated the time spent emphasizing 
the level of expectation that was going to be placed on us so as to give ourselves the best 
opportunity to succeed in an environment which would prove foreign and unfamiliar to most of 
us. On the first day, the staff spent a great deal oftime going through to each individual intern 
and introducing themselves to us which went a long way to relieve the tension and nervousness 
that is naturally prevalent in a room full of strangers. I believe at the end of the first day both 
myself and my contemporaries had a much clearer picture of what was going to be expected and 
who was sitting on either side of us. It was clear to me that the staffwe would be working under 
invested a great deal of time into making the transition into this internship the best it could 
possibly be and for that we were all grateful. 

If I may, I would like to offer some broad comprehensive thoughts on my internship 
experience as a whole. I felt as though the introduction was such an important part of how the 
internship proceeded and the overall cohesion of the interns, that it merited special consideration. 
As I proceeded throughout the internship, I found that my confidence in the staff continually 
grew. I believe this was due to the example and level of conduct that Dr. Agarwal and his staff 
set before us. They were not asking us as interns to do anything that either they themselves were 
not currently doing, or that they have not done hundreds of times before. It was an ever present 
reminder to me that regardless of the challenges that each project presented I had veteran 
leadership and council fall back on, who made it a point to stop whatever else they were doing to 
help. 

The internship for me was about much more than just the science and writing papers. For 
me it was an opportunity to stretch myself and my abilities in a ways that I would not have 
considered feasible prior to my time here. I also had the opportunity to listen to dynamic 
speakers and presenters such as yourself, as well as work to improve my baseline interpersonal 
communication skills. It was an opportunity that I am whole heartedly grateful for and will not 



soon forget. If I can ever be of any further assistance to you or to future internship programs 
please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Garrett Hack 


