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17 August, 2012
Dear Drs. Sabanegh and Klein:
It was an honor to be invited to serve as a mentor for the fourth annual Center for
Reproductive Medicine Summer Internship Program. It was a wonderful
experience and I am glad to have been given the opportunity to participate in this
outstanding program.
The well-planned and structured curriculum was exceptional in both
completeness and quality as documented by the very positive student outcomes.
The didactic lectures included the requisite basic background information
followed by advanced lectures in the area and cutting edge research
presentations by experts in the field. I was thrilled to meet and receive
information from clinicians and scientists with whom I had long been familiar as
authors of respected publications. Although the interns were new to the field for
the most part, I think they too were aware of the caliber of speakers Dr. Agarwal
enlisted for the course.
As an integral part of the program, the trainees were able to complete hands-on
research in nationally and internationally known andrology and cryobiology
laboratories under the direction of an accomplished staff with teaching and
mentoring skills. As a result of this very intensive training and mentoring, student
projects will result in scientific publication.
The third arm of the program, scientific writing based on conducting libraryresearch on a topic in reproduction, was also successful. It was especially
rewarding to observe the interns begin work on highly complex research writing
topics and seven weeks later deliver professional presentations and drafts of
manuscripts to be submitted for journal articles and book chapters.
These documented outcomes confirm the success of the highly organized and
professional internship program. I remain in awe of Dr. Agarwal’s commitment to
the development and nurturing of this program, especially in light of his other
work, including a prolific and continuing publication record.
I feel fortunate to have been introduced to the Cleveland Clinic Academic
Medical Center, and am now more aware of the reputation of the clinic,
especially the Glickman Institute and the Department of Urology. The novel I am
currently reading refers to the “world renowned Cleveland Clinic” and yesterday

	
  

when meeting with my accountant he shared that his brother had been treated by
the Cleveland Clinic urology team when he suffered a prostatic tumor. He noted
that his brother was one of the first recipients of the cryosurgery method and that
as a result his six-month life expectancy was extended many years with his
brother passing due to a totally unrelated cause. Such accounts make it easy to
understand why you were just rated as number one in the U.S. Congratulations!
Again, I am happy to have had the opportunity to serve in the internship and I am
confident that Dr. Agarwal’s program will continue to be a great success. A
paucity of education and training in clinical reproduction make this program both
needed and appreciated. I look forward to supporting the internship in future
years.
Respectfully,

Doris J. Baker, Ph.D.

	
  
	
  
	
  

