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Ashok Agarwal, PhD HCLD 
Director, Center for Reproductive Medicine and ART training 
Glickman Urological and Kidney Institute 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
9500 Euclid Avenue, Desk A19.1 
Cleveland, OH 44195  
 
Dear Dr. Agarwal, 
 

I was an Andrology/Urology research fellow at Reproductive Research Center 
from June 2003 to June 2004. First of all I would like to thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to work under you and complete my research fellowship at Cleveland 
Clinic’s Reproductive Research Center. I feel really fortunate enough to work under your 
able guidance for full one-year duration in one of the prestigious institutions in the United 
States of America. Even though I joined here as a research fellow, the program allowed 
me to grow in all aspects of my personality. 
  I came to know about this premiere program and joined it with lot of ambitions. 
It’s a lifetime experience to work in one of the most renowned places in the world in 
medical field. My one-year at Cleveland was like a transition year between India and 
USA. It gave me full orientation to the working style of the new country. The credit goes 
to Dr. Agrawal who made the program so well organized and unique that it teaches the 
fellows all the qualities that are required to work in this country. 

The most important and unique feature of this program that I appreciated from the 
beginning was having a frank feed back at each and every step on how to improve 
myself. The program creates a personalized vision for each fellow. The experience and 
expertise of center’s staff guided me through each and every difficult task assigned to me. 
Teamwork is the spirit of the program. Whether a person is junior or senior – the team 
members treat them equally. Each and every individual person at the reproductive 
research center is well motivated to support the other persons in times of need and 
success of teamwork is emphasized prominently. This one-year research gave me well 
required insight into how research is planned, executed and interpreted. It helped me in 
my further development in this country. 

One of the very important attributes of you as a director of this program is that 
you know the in and out about each of your fellows. I found you very easily approachable 
to talk regarding any of my work or personal problems. Your ability to find out individual 
deficits, weakness and your suggestions to correct them and most importantly pursue 
them until the individual achieves them are exceptional. You are a true guardian in this 
new location. You always keep your own deadlines very ahead of actual deadlines for 
any work. This will ensures that we will not miss anything. The planning was initiated 
couple of months in advance. Your abilities to accomplish all the planned activities in a 
timely manner are well appreciated by everyone across the board. I really admire your 
multitasking abilities and going into minute details of each and every issue. 

Special mention has to be given to social events at the center. Dr. Agarwal 
ensures that they will take place on correct dates and assigns one of the fellows to be in 



charge of such activities. Every occasion is used to gather casually like birthdays, some 
one visiting the center or some one leaving the center. I started celebrating birthday only 
after I joined your program. I still remember the day I got send off party. Potluck parties 
give an opportunity to know different culture, food habits and to know each other in a 
relaxed environment. There are ample opportunities to interact with each other at social 
gatherings during conferences and become occasions to take off from routine research 
work. They makes you feel that you are with your near and dears. 

The program inculcates a great deal of ability to do hard work, punctuality, 
sincerity, art of communication with professionals, feeling of responsibility and aptitude 
to work as team-member in fellows. The fellows will learn how to do multiple tasks 
simultaneously and efficiently. I would not have imagined anything more than what I 
have achieved in this program, if I have joined in any other program.  I am grateful to you 
for my productive and satisfying stay in the research center. I am confident that the time I 
spent with you, advises you gave and experiences you and others shared with me 
throughout the training will help me pass many hurdles in the life ahead in an efficient 
manner. I thank each and everyone in the research center for their immense help and 
cooperation throughout my stay.  

I am already seeing the results in multiple aspects of my life. The lengthy resume 
I inherited from reproductive research center kept me way ahead of other applicants’ 
during my residency and fellowship interviews. The residency position I am doing and 
fellowship I am going to join are the ultimate fruits of working in this research center. As 
a foreign graduate immigration issues are always in the forefront before you take up any 
new job in this country. Having worked at prestigious institutions like CCF and having a 
CV full of accomplishments because of this program has allowed me to succeed in a 
highly competitive environment by first bagging a residency in General Surgery at New 
York Medical College (Brooklyn &Queens) and now selected for a Fellowship in 
Surgical Oncology at the prestigious Roswell Park Cancer Institute, Buffalo, NY. 

With scientific writing skills that I learned from this program I continue to write 
and present research abstracts at various national meetings and writing articles to various 
prestigious journals. My CV looks like a small book and is far better than majority of the 
doctors surrounding me at my work place or in many other hospitals. The credit goes to 
Dr Agarwal and his well-structured program. My only word to any person aspiring for 
fellowship in this program is that this program teaches and makes you to learn all the 
essential work features required for the tough journey ahead in the highly competitive 
medical profession.  
 
Yours Sincerely,  

 
 

Shyam Allamaneni, MD 
Chief Resident 
Department of General Surgery 
New York Medical College (Brooklyn & Queens), NY 
New York 



 
 

Shyam S R Allamaneni, M.D.  
2003 - 2004 

 
Honors and Awards at CCF: 
 

1. 2005: NIH Trainee Travel Fellowship Award for presenting at American Society 
of Andrology 30th Annual meeting, April 2 - 5, Seattle, WA, MD. 

 
2. 2004: Fellow of the Year for dedication, hard work, and high research productivity 

in Center For Advanced Research in Human Reproduction Infertility and Sexual Function, 
Glickman Urological Institute, Cleveland Clinic Foundation, OH. 

 
3. 2004: NIH (National Institutes of Health) Trainee Travel Fellowship Award by 

American Society of Andrology Trainee Affairs Committee and ASA Executive 
Council. American Society of Andrology 29th Annual meeting, April 17 - 20, 
Baltimore, MD. 

 
Research grant 

1. Characterization of intracellular reactive oxygen species in human spermatozoa, RPC 
#07549, 2004 - 05 (Co-investigator). 

 
PUBLICATIONS  

  
Original Peer-Review Articles 
 
Published more than 20 articles and book chapters in some of the prestigious peer-
reviewed journals and presented over 30 abstracts in national meetings. My research work 
has been cited over 150 times in articles published in some of the most renowned journals 
with high impact factor.  
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