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AF and StrokeAF and Stroke

•• 55--fold increased risk of CVAfold increased risk of CVA

•• 10%10%--20% of all 20% of all CVACVA’’ss

•• Risk not completely eliminated by Risk not completely eliminated by coumadincoumadin



A Leading Cause of StrokeA Leading Cause of Stroke
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LV dysfunctionLV dysfunction

HighHigh

12%12%H/O CVA or TIAH/O CVA or TIAHighestHighest
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WarfarinWarfarin and AFand AF
•• Highly effective at reducing Highly effective at reducing cardioemboliccardioembolic stroke (62% stroke (62% 

reduction relative risk)reduction relative risk)

•• ButBut

Risk of major hemorrhage (1Risk of major hemorrhage (1--2% per yr)2% per yr)

Narrow therapeutic windowNarrow therapeutic window

ContraindicationsContraindications

NonNon--compliancecompliance

Does not reliably eliminate LAA thrombus Does not reliably eliminate LAA thrombus 




