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BELOW, Alexandra 
 
 
Alexandra Below, a 2010 graduate of Magnificat High School, Rocky River, Ohio, 
is a rising sophomore studying Biology and French at the University of Notre 
Dame in South Bend, Indiana. Her previous research includes studying the 
effects of magnesium chloride runoff, a major road salt component, on the 
survivorship of salt water invertebrate. As an avid ballet dancer, Alexandra plans 
to include her love of the artistic sport into a future career in medicine.   
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DOSHI, Sejal B. 
 
 
Sejal Doshi, B.S., Bachelor of Science; Major: Integrated Life Sciences, 
graduated from Kent State University of Ohio in 2010. She is currently a first year 
medical student in the accelerated BS/MD program at Northeast Ohio 
Universities College of Medicine. Sejal has participated in two informal research 
projects related to sociological medicine during her undergraduate career. She is 
an active member of American Medical Student Association helping to organize a 
variety of service projects and health fairs within the Ohio area. Overall, she 
plans to pursue a career in gynecologic oncology, while maintaining an active 
role in community service. 
 
Research Interests: Gynecologic Oncology  
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ERNEY, Jeffrey 
 
 
Jeffrey Erney, Currently in his senior year at Arizona State University pursuing a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Biological Sciences. After completion he plans to attend 
Medical School where his main interests are orthopedics and gastroenterology. 
Currently Jeff is an active member of A.M.S.A and participates in many 
intramural sports. Jeff hopes to enlist in the navy after medical school as a naval 
doctor and travel the world.  
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Perroni, Pedro Paulo  
 
 
Pedro Paulo Perroni, is currently a third year medical student at Pontifical 
Catholic University of Campinas, in the State of Sao Paulo, Brazil. Pedro Paulo 
works as a volunteer in the Pathology/Histology Department of his medical 
school since 2009, where he has also been a member of the student’s academic 
directory during last year. Pedro is an active member of the Cardiology and 
Endocrinology advanced study groups at his medical school hospital. He is also 
the founder of the advanced study group in intensive care / anesthesiology, 
which is also affiliated with the hospital and the Brazilian association of Intensive 
Medicine. He plans to finish medical school in Brazil, get entrance into an 
American medical residency in Anesthesiology or Internal Medicine, and to 
practice medicine in the United States. 
 
Research Interests:  Anesthesiology / Endocrinology / OBGYN  



                                                  Interns Biography 

 5

 

 
 

KAKAIYA, Roshni 
 
 
Roshni Kakaiya is a rising junior at Scripps College.  She is majoring in Gender 
and Women’s Studies with a minor in Hispanic Studies. Roshni has been very 
active on her school campus with MEDLife, an organization that provides free 
healthcare to some rural areas of South America. She has participated in two 
international medical brigades in Peru and Ecuador, both of which have resolved 
her determination to give back to less fortunate communities using her skills. 
Roshni plans to attend medical school and become an OB/GYN or an adolescent 
specialist, eventually working with pregnant teens in the border areas of San 
Diego. 
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KASHOU, Anthony H., B.S. Honors in Biochemistry 
 
 
Anthony Kashou, B.S. graduated from Binghamton University, State University of 
New York in 2011.  Anthony has been very active in bench research, in which he 
and his colleagues have recently developed a novel laboratory technique for 
protease detection and accurate mass determination, termed electrophoretic 
transfer protein zymography.  In addition, he has authored 13 articles over the 
past year.  Anthony is in the process of developing a medically-backed workout 
program.  He plans to pursue a career in medicine, while maintaining an active 
role in writing and exploring new fields. 
 
Research Interests: Physical Health and Wellness 
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KHULLAR, Karishma 
 
 
Karishma Khullar, Candidate for BA from University of Pennsylvania in 2012. 
Karishma is majoring in Health and Societies with a concentration in public 
health. She has been active in clinical research in the Allergy/Immunology 
Department at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. She has assisted in a 
study to determine whether there is a genetic predisposition that affects both the 
age of onset and severity of milk, peanut, and egg allergies in children and will be 
conducting research on Eosinophilic Esophagitis in the future. Karishma is 
planning on pursuing a career in medicine, but also maintains a strong interest in 
the impact of medicine on a broader societal level. 
 
Research Interests: Impact of Medical Innovations on Health Policy, Obesity and 
Society 
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KONDRAY, Victor 
 
 
 
Victor Kondray was born in Cleveland, Ohio.  Both parents are from Hungary, 
and his ethnicity is an important part of his life. 
He speaks, reads, and writes fluent Hungarian.  He attended University School 
from kindergarten to his senior year of high school.  Shortly thereafter, he 
attended Davidson College where he was a pre-medical Economics Major and a 
Chemistry Minor.  While at Davidson, he got involved in the Scholars Helping 
Scholars and The Salvation Army Center of Hope tutoring programs as well as 
headed the Alternative Breaks program.  In addition, he was awarded an 
Abernethy Grant to participate in tobacco public health research in Hungary. 
More specifically, he investigated the growing emergence of hookah as a 
medium of tobacco use. His most memorable experience, however, was when he 
had the opportunity to travel to rural Zambia to shadow and volunteer in a 
hospital. With all of his previous experiences, he pursues a career in medicine as 
a physician.  He will continue his medical studies at the University of Toledo's 
Masters Program in Biomedical Sciences. 
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LO, Alex 

 

Alexander Lo, B.S. graduated with both general and departmental honors from 
Johns Hopkins University in 2011, double majoring in biomedical engineering 
and neuroscience. Over the years he has taken many courses spanning the 
topics of cardiovascular modeling to microfabrication process flow contributing to 
a strong base of knowledge across several fields. He has also had practical lab 
experience in both microfabrication and biomedical instrumentation. His hope is 
that this diverse set of skills will someday help him find better and more efficient 
ways of solving medical problems. Currently his plan is still to pursue a career in 
medicine while searching for an optimal balance between engineering and study 
 
Research Interests: Evaluation and testing of novel treatment therapies or 
devices 
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MASAKI, Jayson T., B.A., M.S. 
 
 
Jayson Masaki graduated from the University of Hawaii with a B.A. in Biology 
and M.S. in Microbiology. While in college Jayson did research in apoptosis-
related post-receptor signaling in a progressive tumor-model cell lineage, and 
violaxanthin de-epoxidse enzyme extraction and quantification in anthuriums.  He 
has lab experience in techniques of tissue culture, cryogenic storage, protein 
purification, PCR, RNAi, fluorescence microscopy, HPLC, electrophoretic 
techniques, ELISA and other immunoassays.  
 
When not in the research lab Jayson enjoyed teaching others about science. He 
has instructed classes at the University of Hawaii in immunology, microbiology, 
and computer science. He has also took part in an outreach program that 
provided gifted and motivated high school students advanced education in 
biology and creative media design, and tutored grade-school children in math, 
reading, and environmental science. 
 
Jayson is currently pursuing a career in medicine as a 3rd year medical student 
attending Saint James School of Medicine and completing clinical rotations at 
hospitals in Chicago, Illinois. 
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NATARAJ, Nisha 
 
 
Nisha Nataraj graduated from The Columbus Academy in 2010 and is currently 
in her freshman year at Northwestern University, where she is an Integrated 
Science major and a Classical Studies minor. She has participated in the 
CASPIE research program studying antioxidants in coffee under Dr. Shelby 
Hatch of Northwestern University’s chemistry department. She hopes to pursue a 
career in medicine in the future. 
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NIZZA, Mark 
 
 
Mark Nizza grew up in Vermilion, Ohio - about 45 minutes outside of Cleveland. 
 After attending Lorain County Community College for two years, he is now a 
third year student at The Ohio State University pursuing a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Chemistry.  He plan on applying to medical school next year following 
the completion of my undergraduate studies.  In his free time he enjoys watching 
and playing sports, as well as trivia, and he hopes to be a contestant on 
Jeopardy one day. 
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O’CONNOR, Caitlin 
 
 
Caitlin O’Connor is a member of the class of 2013 at Mount Holyoke College, 
where she plans to major in Biology. The 2011 Summer Internship Program at 
the Cleveland Clinic will be Caitlin’s first experience doing bench research. She 
hopes to pursue a career in reproductive health.  
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PITCHIKA, Aruna, M.D 
 
 

Aruna Pitchika has graduated from Indian Medical College. After completing her 
residency, she practiced as OBGYN. Before coming here, she worked as a 
research assistant in Robert Wood Johnson Hospital, New Jersey for one year. 
She participated in many clinical trial studies. She also coauthored in an article. 
She is planning to do residency in a US hospital.  
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RAO, Janavi Tara 
 
 

Janavi Tara Rao is in her final year M.B.B.S (Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor 
of Surgery). M.S. Ramaiah Medical College, Bangalore, India. She is currently 
studying Awareness of Retinopathy of Prematurity among Mothers of preterm 
infants. She is co-investigator in a clinical trial comparing the efficacy of 
Recombinant FHS of Intas Pharmaceuticals against that of Gonal F. She is 
captain of the college basketball team and is a long distance runner. 
 
She plans to pursue a career in Reproductive Endocrinology. 
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RIZK, David Botros 
 
 

David Rizk graduated fom St. Paul’s Episcopal School in 2010. Now he is a rising 
sophomore at Tulane University. Majoring in Cell and Molecular Biology in the 
College of Science and Engineering, He plans to enter medical school. He is 
extremely interested in research and plan on exploring many new areas in the 
medical field.  



                                                  Interns Biography 

 17

 

 
 

SALLAM, Nooman 
 
 
Nooman Sallam graduated from Alexandria University, Faculty of Medicine in 
2011 and is currently working as a house officer in Alexandria University 
Hospitals. He has been very interested in Reproductive Medicine in which he has 
been working in Alexandria Fertility Centre, helping in both the clinical and 
laboratory fields. He has participated in three research projects which have been 
presented in international conferences. He plans to pursue a career in 
Reproductive Medicine. 
 
Research Interests: Infertility and Assisted Reproduction 
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SAMADDER, Abhishek Neil 

 
 
Abhishek Neil Samadder is an undergraduate student at Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland, Ohio. He is majoring in biomedical engineering and 
economics, but plans to pursue a career in medicine. He is a collegiate tennis 
player and very involved with volunteer tutoring around the Cleveland 
Community. He has been trained and certified as a surgery technician as well as 
been involved in clinical research. 
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WASIK, Monika K 
 
 
Monika Wasik Candidate for a Bachelor’s Degree in Anthropology will be starting 
her senior year at the University of Pennsylvania as a pre-med anthropology 
major with a concentration in medical anthropology and global health. While she 
is new to bench research, she has worked as a research assistant in clinical 
research in the Craig-Dalsimer Division for Adolescent Medicine at The 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, and the Unit for Experimental Psychiatry at 
the Hospital at the University of Pennsylvania. Monika’s plans for the next 
academic year include: completing courses to fulfill biology minor, doing an 
independent study based on data she collected last summer as an intern in a 
women’s health clinic in Botswana, and writing her senior thesis in anthropology 
on obstetric fistula in sub-Saharan Africa.  
 
Research Interests: Women’s health; global health 

 


