
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER 

SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Ashok Agarwal,  

Center for Reproductive Medicine 

Cleveland Clinic 

10681 Carnegie Avenue, X11 

Cleveland, OH 44195 

 

August 24, 2014 

Dear Dr. Agarwal, 

Obtaining work experience at a hospital is very difficult for international students, especially those who 

are still studying at a university or college. However, this general concept does not apply to the best clinic in the 

world, which is the Cleveland Clinic. In the Summer Internship Program in 2014, interns literally came from all 

over the world and learned many materials and skills beneficial to those seeking a professional career. 

Before starting the program, I received the list of interns and noticed that there were many medical stu-

dents. In contrast, I am a typical undergraduate international student studying in the US and only have a little 

knowledge about aerospace human physiology. Hence, I wondered if I could be successful because my 

knowledge about reproductive medicine, even medicine in general, was very limited. However, my fear was not 

necessity for this summer program because the mentors taught all the techniques and concepts required for pro-

jects. I learned not only the techniques for research as a scientist, but also some stress management techniques 

that fit my personality. Advice at the exit interview helped in terms of the purpose for my life. 

Direction from your and other staff members advice was very supportive for learning. Your support and 

advice revised my ideas of a typical summer internship program. The internship was not just writing and doing 

experiments. Completing the internship program felt worthwhile. All of this value was made by you and your 

staff supporting this program. I appreciate all of your members and staff in the Center for the Reproductive 

Medicine for this support.  

Overall, my experiences at the Cleveland Clinic in the summer 2014 changed my whole idea of the 

health professional career. Although this did not change my goals for life, it changed my idea of how to cope 

with any problem faced by a scientist as well as a health care provider. I appreciate being given an opportunity 

to learn about the health professional career in the US as an international student who is neither a medical stu-

dent outside the US nor a future MD degree student. I believe that all of your support changed my future and all 

of your advice betters my life. 



I would recall the words you told me in the program to the end: 

“Think positively to see a better future and to get rid of stress.” 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tatsunari Tomiyama 

University of Rochester, Class of 2015, BA in Biology 

ALS Emergency Treatment Fund Non-Profit Support Team 

Cleveland Clinic, Center for Reproductive Medicine 2014 Summer Intern 
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