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February 25, 2010 

Dr. Ashok Agarwal, Ph.D., HCLD 

Program Director of the Summer Internship Program 

Center for Reproductive Medicine 

The Cleveland Clinic 

9500 Euclid Avenue, Desk A19.1 

Cleveland, Ohio 44195 

RE:  Testimonial of Summer Internship Program  

My summer internship with the Center for Reproductive Medicine was a memorable experience.  

Coming into the program, I had limited medical research experience and knowledge regarding human 

fertility and reproduction.  I came away from the program, however, with a broad range of skills that 

will certainly aide me as a medical student and future physician. 

 

From the first day, the staff had a very helpful nature that continued throughout the entire program.  

Individual mentors were one of the best aspects of the experience.  Each one contributed a great 

amount of time and support for each student, being always open to meet to discuss our projects.  Not 

only was I able to discuss my project with my mentors, I felt able to ask any question or voice any 

concern and have it answered.  It became evident that they had genuine concern in each one of us and 

wanted us to succeed. 

 

One of the most important aspects of the program was having the opportunity to participate in 

interesting research projects.  I participated in the writing of two review articles that were entitled, 

Tumor Markers in Ovarian Cancer: A Current Perspective and Is Male Infertility a Forerunner to 

Testicular Cancer?  I also had the opportunity to assist and mentor a high school student in a 

retrospective chart study looking at the correlation between sperm morphology and varicocele.  Each 

one of the interns was given a great foundation to conduct our research from in-depth lectures, the 

Cleveland Clinic Medical Library, and PubMed assistance, to direct help from the mentors.  I gained 

invaluable knowledge on how to find related articles and critique them effectively.  The experience 

helped open my eyes to the intriguing possibility of future research in clinical medicine. 

 

Not only were we given the opportunity to participate in research, the interns were able to attend a 

variety of lectures pertaining to the fields of reproductive medicine, urology, obstetrics and 

gynecology by world-renowned scientists, researchers, and physicians.  The lectures vastly enhanced 

my knowledge within the medical field, especially in regards to clinical skills and particular diseases 

and syndromes.  Certain lecturers also gave tours of their labs within the Clinic to help demonstrate 

actual medical laboratory techniques.  This provided a correlation from the laboratory side to the 

clinical side of the medical field. 

 

Several physicians also allowed interns to observe them in their clinics.  Each physician became very 

interactive with the interns, from teaching about certain clinical tools to describing each procedure in 

a stepwise manner.  I was able to observe surgeries which involved a varicocele repair, laparoscopic 

cyst decortication, and a radical prostatectomy.  After the procedure, one of the urologists and his 

fellows taught me suturing techniques that I could use in my own clinical rotations. 
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Cleveland Clinic’s Center for Reproductive Medicine Research Summer Internship was an insightful 

and invaluable experience. Not only did I thoroughly enjoy how much I learned from world-

renowned scientists, researchers, and physicians, I appreciated their dedicated, helpful, and caring 

nature for each student. This one-on one aspect helped define the outstanding nature of this 

experience. The program dramatically helped increase my knowledge in regards to fertility, 

reproduction, urology, and medical research, heightening my interest in these fields immensely. This 

priceless knowledge has not only helped me grow as an individual, but also as a future physician. 

From working closely with the staff to the exceptional research opportunities, I feel privileged and 

honored to have participated in such an amazing learning experience.  The staff and prestigious name 

of the Cleveland Clinic make it an invaluable opportunity that should be experienced by any aspiring 

medical professional. 

 

Sincerely,  

Brandon J. D. Rein 

Ohio University College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Class of 2012 

Brandon.J.Rein.1@ohio.edu 

 

 

 

 


