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Ashok Agarwal, PhD

Director, Center for Reproductive Medicine
Glickman Urological and Kidney Institute
Cleveland Clinic

9500 Euclid Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44195

Dear Dr. Agarwal,

I am writing this letter to share my extraordinary experiences as a Research Fellow in your
laboratory at Cleveland Clinic. I came to know about the research opportunities in Cleveland
Clinic through a close friend of mine when I decided to apply to your program because it was an
excelient opportunity to explore the field of research in medicine as well as to develop my
understanding of both basic and clinical research. I joined the research program in July’ 2004
with immense hope and aspirations and with a strong desire to learn and become proficient in the
filed of urologic oncology and ED. Though I was a novice to this field, thanks to the excellent
mentor ship, support and encouragement of Dr. Agarwal and Dr Zippe, 1 gradually became
familiar with the intricacies of scientific research. I can easily say that this was the most
important step in my development as a Surgeon Scientist. My stay at Cleveland Clinic for just
one year has radically changed my entire life by allowing me to possess a most impressive
resume. One of the most important and immediate reward of my training at the Clinic was my
selection to a highly competitive Surgery residency at New York Medical College. I can easily

boast now that there is no competition, when it comes to my lengthy resume with my fellow
residents.

Your program is really unique in its ability to groom each and every researcher who joins your
program by fostering an environment of scientific excellence where research leads to discoveries
that contribute to evidence based medicine. I am grateful for several opportunities to interact
with renowned researchers/ surgeons from across the world and to exchange thoughts and
discuss the latest scientific concepts with them.

The environment at Cleveland Clinic is very conducive to learning as it allowed me to keep
abreast with the latest concepts in medicine. It also helped me learn the methodical and
systematic way of dealing with numerous assignments in a timely manner by developing crucial
time management skills. I found that all my efforts were directed in the right direction owing to
the daily and timely guidance and support of my mentors. My stay at Cleveland Clinic was
highly productive in the form of numerous publications and accolades at the end of my tenure.
No one can either dream or ask for more from their mentors.

I am extremely thankful to your research program for the numerous opportunities it provided to
help me prepare for an academic career in medicine in this country. I would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude to you for your continuous support and encouragement. I cannot find words to
thank you enough for all your help and for giving me the most unique opportunity to build my
career in this beautiful country. Perhaps my thoughts can be better conveyed by this quotation.
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"The task of the excellent teacher is to stimulate 'apparently ordinary' people to unusual effort.
The tough problem is not in identifying winners - it is in making winners out of ordinary
people". Patrick K Cross
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1. 2005: SCSA Diagnostics Travel Award- by American Society of Andrology Trainee Affairs
Committee and ASA Executive Council. American Society of Andrology 30™ Annual
mecting, Seattle.

2. 2005: Fellow of the year -Center for Advanced Research in Human Reproduction, Male
Infertility and Sexual Function- Glickman Urological Institute, Cleveland Clinic Foundation.



